JUST THE FACTS Radiation Dose Comparisons

Each of ys is expos.ed daily to rad@tmn from naturally-occurring oot

sources in our environment and in the foods we eat, as well as 1Dental bite-wing Y-ray
from cosmic radiation from space. Additional radiation can
come from medical procedures to address conditions with

~0.005 rem:
serious health risks. Exposure to very high doses of ionizing ~g™ | 1 Round tip ross
radiation given at a fast rate (seconds to minutes) can damage country flight

living tissue beyond repair. This chart compares ranges of
doses from the Chernobyl event (left) with doses from
natural, occupational or medical sources.
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Average Chernobyl cleanup worker
(600,000 people, extra lifetime dose)

>70 rem:
Acute Radiation
Syndrome (minutes)

100-1600 rem:
Chernobyl operators and first
responders (evening of accident)
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Prostate cancer radiotherapy
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